
LOfCFEDEKATE UEPVBUCANS"
The Northern Republicans resorted

Mtilnmtfiton foimtal
we'-r- t

anchor of republican institutions to
sabserve partisan ends.

It has manacled the hands of the
Legislature in regard to matters where
action is essential to prosperity and
progress. It has engendered and kept
alive a constant strife between the
several departments of ' the govern-
ment: the boundary line between the
law-makin- g and executive branches of
our government is yet undefined after
years of litigation. Bat enough the

them with the same calmness of tem-
per with which they would treat an
event of daily occurrence.

It is a great mistake, nay a grievous
blunder, po to interpret the late elec-
tion as to make it a check upon the
movement toward constitutional re-

form. Equally eo is it to hold that it
demands a pause in the movement.
The true lesson of that election is the
reverse of this. So far from being a
warning against proceeding fuit'aer, it
is a harbinger beckoning and urging

stand against them, for it is most sure
to be wrong; in this case it is certainly
suicidal, and our Representatives in
the Legislature will find it so when
they appear before their constituents
and tell them they opposed the calling
of a Convention to change our Consti-
tution because it was not expedient.

The reason of this communication is
that I lost the proceedings of the meet-
ing and thought I would give the gist
of it as near as possible.

Respectfully, Secbetary.

Stale Council of the Krirt- - ;f
Temprranrr.

Point Caswell, N. C ,
Novveinber 187-- i )

Messrs. Editors;
The North Carolina State Council,

Friends of Teraperanc , met ia Kia-sto- n,

N. C ,on Tuesday evening, Nov.
17th; Preeid-nt,liev- . Geo. P. Wetiuore,
in the Chair.

There whs u large some
seventy-fiv- e or ighly delegates bei:- -

present, nearly or whom report d

the Court." aa reepects the number of
Judges and the tenure of their ffl;
Upon such quettions bo Court could
be impartial.

6th. It is inconsistent with the dig-

nity, the sovereignty of a free people,
that their highest judgments should
be submitted to any tribunal.

For these reasons the, objections to
the prinoiple of amcndfng the Consti-
tution by legislative enactment seem
to me to be insuperable. But objec-
tionable as this raeibod of constitu-
tional reform is, it would have been
comparatively harmless, if applied as
it was intended to be under the old
Constitution, to quettioLB which
might aiie in tho gradual progress of

dicial circuits. The new Constitution
confines the Judge to one circuit; thus
greatly multiplying the difficaltxea of
an impartial administration of justice,
if the Judge be a good man, and giv-
ing the fullest scope to his feelings,
passions and prejudices if he be a bad
man. Moreover, if the Judge be in-

competent, it stops the wheels of jus-

tice in one district, for a whole term
of eight years. This system has made
the judicial tribunal, in certain parts
of our State, the butt of popular ridi-
cule and contempt.

Cth. The highest of allhuman rights
are the rights of citizenship. They
were accordingly guarded by the old
Constitution with jealous care. No
man with the taint of crime upon him.
was allowed to exercise- - that sacred
right.

The new Constitution breaks down
all distinction between man and man
upon this point. It gives the same
power over the State to convicted
tiJnr, that it cives to the most virtu- -

to all sorts of expedients during the
recent canvass, to save the falling
fortunes of their party, the "Southern
Oatraga" business, of coura?, being
very prominent. Indeed, h w much
they relied upon tha prejudices against
the South, the Chattanooga Conven-
tion plainly shows. But our people
who do not ha e access to tho North-
ern papers, particularly thoao publish-
ed ia the rural districts, ot-.- form
little idea of tho means adopted to
prejudice the Northern mioses ag iinst
the Souther people. No false-
hood, however preposterous, ia lefi
uotold. Slavery is tobo reestablished;
Jeff Davia is to bo elected President;
the Southern war debt s are to be puid,
and all the "results of tho war" are to
be surrendered.

Nor are those ridiculous falsehoods
confined to locod speakers and paj era,
bat the leading politicians and organs
of the party resort to them freely.
During the lte oauvass in Massachus-
etts, Henry L. Dawes, whose political
sun we hope i3 "set with that of his
friend and companion in iniquity, Ben
Butler, said in a speech that there
were seventeen Confederates in Con-
gress, and all of them Democrats, and
that no one ever heard of a Confede-
rate Republican. And we suppose his
poor deluded hearers believed him.
We wish his words had been true. We
turn with no pleasure to the black list
of Confederates who have " bartered
their manhood for cfile?, traded their
share m Iho glorious leeord of the
past for pelf, proved falo to the mem-
ory of their dead comrades and be-

trayed their friends for the miserable
crum ba which have falitn from the
Radical tables.

Mr. Dawes is serving in Congress
with leading Confederates who aie
Republicans, and therefore he litd
wilfully and knowingly. Hayes, tie
scoundrel, v.Loec in
lying Dawes tiirs i:i vi:i to emulate,
ana wno nre u jie so unu-i- i to urge on
the Federal lloodhouuds against Lis
own people, was a Confederate officer
of high rank. Mr. Alcorn, one of the
Republican Senators of Mississippi,
was a Confederate General. Pelham,
of Alabama, and Whitely, of Georgia,
were galllaut Confederate officers, and
have terved one or more cessions in
Congress with Dawes.

Throughout the South most of the
Republiciii leaders, who are Southern
ni-n- , were Confederate soldiers of
moro or lets distinction. The names
of General Lougstrect, of Louisiana;
Governors Parsons and Lewis, of
Alabama; Colonel "Iosby, of Virginia;
General Fiigan, of Arkansas; and Gen
eral Bar ringer, of North Carolina,
nwm- - in via T.fwV ot ntir Rht.1 f f.A I

seo who are lha natives who have held I

i

office among the Gov-

ernors Iloldea aud Brogden, Judges
Kvodman, Settle and Clarke, Senator
Pool. Congressmen Thomaa and
Smith, United States Jadgt lic!i,
United Slates Attorneys Badger and !

Krwin. and a lo7 list of men of less j

note, were either b'atout secessionists
or held leading and important posi- -

tioii3 or Co derat,', daring the i

. . . 1 JITwar tno present, leauer oi i

tho lliidical-- i in tho Senate, was tne
first man in North Carolina to wear
the secession ceckade, and served !

with credit throughout tho war in
leading and rct:po siblc osui.ns ia
the field.

Tht go general facts were, of conrse,
well known to Mr. Dwe.', but he in-

tended by such falsehood to continue
to dolu.le hia people, aud kindlo anew
the prejudice of the p3st. Bat th:ink,
GoI,the light of truth is finally break-
ing upon these peopl--- , and tardy jus-

tice ia about to bo rendered to the
.abgnc-- people of tho South. blan-'- y

r i.s no Ijngcr potent to sw, the
Northern masses an i

mongers as Dawes and Butler Lave
been consigued to their weli-meide- d

dishonorable retirement.

tiik .Toi;u:vAi, r.xnoKssEn.
AsnroN, Kov. C3d, 187-1- .

Editors Journal :
Several weeks ago, at a meeting at

e s'dtii.g in cur room at theGla o's Hotel, ii, Oakland, Md oce
clay, with a :irin:iier ladv !.;
dropped ;u ou a visit. Uie of ourwindow iocktd into il.at. , f iu othrroo;- -, p!ae i by the sitiou of themam bvu.dirg. 1 uif ,,i j!f i,,t-rj,- (r
C Jiild b ei ti. We '.,.,-- , lot li,
sn l adiunn-- f little t:nbov, th,1-e;.e-

d,

tw-t- tr out, v. bit s v.1;
Wi.s prjj,, jr ; . t lu

i..i f; i it f r- ISililLI.t iJl-- -, (,r f.lHt Oil
r l,n;i(ls wV. ;e;:l.t. ti. a ram wcijt;

thiin-- .

' M.id r v;:i!(,;
tri ll. : : ciatiH.

iur r.e .

"Why to? " iv
"Weii,' !:hmni ct ",ii:!,

war, the greater part of the h.,;, fse .L-
- 'i by tho government as u j

! Jt-- i. l.d ve ere ctowdtd iut,.
id I liiit

Y1' " t "" IJi-- i officers, one wc-- of'-- i
l:jvei" ii:! the other of a wound J- -

v;n naid to t !! whether ti ev
slowly djii g or slowly peff i'; v,";"
J never taw ttich ghostly
bo alive. W w re 'v (!:," aiiij .. ,

modebt jd.ont it, eithi'r. but miU
beuits aol.ed for !;: poor voire r,!

. .n ?.n w r -- rt t in ! .f,i,.! ;..

fiwsy from tt.eir iiu nds au reditu s "
"It botlura any one lo know how

iiii.s fciiou.'d be a hospital, we aaiii
"it i.s ?o far removed iiiinacuw ontr-afio:;- :.

"It was thought," sho am-.Terr- il

"ILat the mountain air of the glades
would be more favorable to recovery
than elsewhere, so thia was made a
hospital. Ouc day one of these cflicers
drirged himself to the window, and,
under tho impulse of the moment, my
sister asked if Wij could do anythiu'g
for them, and ho answered, gasping
for breath, that a little chickeu or
soup would save their lives. Chicken
were rare iu these days an army is
hurd on poultry. The men will walk
ail ii'ght, after marching all day, to
-- t cv.it: a few chickens; so that when
the hospital nurse and physician had
au unlimited supply of luxuries in the
way of w nr8, potted meals and i amid
vegetables, thty were without any-
thing fresh. We knew where a few
chickens were hid in a cellar, by r.
neighbor, and wo coaxed one out of
tho owner, and after a deal cf Visa-t- i'

ua troubles for at every turn v,e
were met with a fixed bayonet and au
irrult u s got the soup ready, and, us
tho guard in the hall would not pemit
u.; to approach our patient, my titter
a? tempted to hand tha bowl to the
olUccr iu the window. Just as he vrus
feebly reaching for it, and she stretch-
ing hers If out to give it to him, a
harsh, i.g'y ve-ic- bilow cried out,
"Look out, t iic re- - poliou !' She near-
ly diojj'fd htrSfci", scup uL.d all.
Drawirg bock she hesitated a st coi.J,
and then she took the spoon and
bi-ga- u eating the bread. "Oh, bother!"
cried tha cfi"er-r- . "don't waste it
that way; I am not afraid ;"
and she gave him the toup. It
seemed to levivo them, aud thev con- -

tinned to improve, as day after day v,e
supplied flu ni with chicken broth tm-- !
til the. cellar was empty. Daiingtiiis
time we titood at the window tulkiai?,
and we s?.ng to them "My Maryland"

: and all the Southern songs we knew,
j until tiny were well enough to leave
the ho-p:ta- and return to duly. They

j bo'h tt-t- d Kony to g-- - end fore-.-

us a quantity of hospital stores and
tome eoifeo, which lat e needed ead-- i
ly. 'linn ono g:ivo a rirg and the

: other a brooch, as tckens of their kiud
j feelings."
j "And elid they never return ? ' v.e

then ask d.
"One elid noi.for peor fellow, ho wa

killed ia the very ne.it battle in which
he was engird. Hia companion
wrote to us about it, mid the writer
insist? d upod opening a correspond-
ence with my : lister and soon h.s let-
ters grew into love letters and after a
t me they were engaged. Nearly a
year subsequent to this our patient got
ieavo of Ebsenca and came on to ho
married. I'o put up at a hotel, and
will j on believe if, our own brother,
who was in tho Confederate service,
aud knewnothirjfr of my sister's cmars,
led a band of f,uerrilh;s night into
town a.uei captured his intended brother-in--

law from his bed. This not only
deferred tho mairiage, but de priced
the young Vcst Pointer of his promo-
tion that had been promised for gal-lla- nt

services in the field. It was
realty aggravating, for exchanges Lad
almost ceased, aiul it loenked if tho
lovers would have to wr.it ini!l"ihis
cruel war wiia over" before thev could
be united."

should h
hm Lincoln to give a married Briga-elie- r

for au uumirried "

"We did better. Procuring passes,
we went through the lints and appeal-
ed to Jeff Davis. J ll" ud he would
put my brother's prisoner in my si-
ster's keeping. They have been Imppily
married these many years. He is a
Brevet-Brigadier-Utner- al now, and it
all came oi our nursing the enemy ia
that room."

Hera is the foundation for a drama
for superior to tLe one given by L'ou-cicau- it

iu the story of Belle Lamar."

I he election of Rev. Dr. T. U. Dud-
ley, to the Assif-tan- t Bishcj ric of tLe
Episce pal Church, in Kentucky, Iirs
elicited from the press, beta religious
and secular, hearty expressions of sat-

isfaction. The newly elected Bis-ho-

seems to have the hfppy faculty f
"winning golden opiiue.i.s from ali
remits of people." The Mobile Begirt r
indulges iu the following editorial
reference to Dr. D.'s elicfion:

Rev. Dr. Thomus U. Dudley, of Vir-

ginia, recently f Boltimere, bus been
elected As-itnn- t Bi-ke- p ef Kentucky,
to sncen d Bishop Cummins, dtpo:-ed- .

Ah! Tom.I hit bvv. do Ten renumber
the "LVdilK" of the Univertity of Vir- -

trmi'i Wliat jo:K times those wer-- !

rvotv von ore aJJiid-- p. Hariy Toul- -
. - . - - ..!-- . i .1 ...1mn is a Judge, utcy is out v. cm ucu-in-

faro. Not long ago we picked up
Patterson on tiie streets dead-elru- i k

aud IViwnrdtd him to Mut-is-siyi-- i.

Arnell, of Te; ucsste, tamed Eadic.il,
went, to Congress and died. V."arn.orii

made Lcnii&rd Supreme Court Judge
of Louisiana. Tnompseu was ki led
Ier.dii g an Aikamus rgimei t at Khi-io-

.All the rest ef us who are r.ot

dead tr forgotten are stiucgln R to
kee our roses above wat-- r leu,
alone, are Bif hop.my dear Tom! From
tho i ew t paper office - of lhe (iull,
fn-n- i the laio bank- - i the Wt-t- , fre--

judicial sats, fiom the Muilx.s ot pro-lesso-
rs

ju.d the pu'pit of tct le.-itic-f,

v.o take effoiir has aid chter for thj
new Kentucky Bi'hcp us the

fellow.brightest iic51cet.tn;.et
friend and purest spirit old ng'Eia
ever gave butn to.

It ia stated that the Fall River mnls
uso annual v about 135,000 halt of

cf the entirecotton, o- - Mie-thirteen- th

crop, which they convert into u32,(HW,

00.1 atds of cloth. They employer
15.00'J operatives', art! pty them

per mouth. In this counec'-e-

S!)bo o'.hrr statistic-- , trow
th- - latest .i fonrcce, u any h-- ot

interest. Tiie total number ot cotton
spi.idles in lhe Unit.-- d Stes is 7,11-,-il.- o,

of which 5.r.0S.:3 are ''JS;
England. TAl River ha. r.S
winch is e:,e-sixt- h of th Fpii d.es m

of tho.--e .athe country, or ona-foKil- h

New England.

Tho Ridei-- h News .y? :It ia usd.r-Ptoodllu-

Gut. Bioka id, run.i

the present week, serve notice i.on
f. G. L. Harris, So!:r ;t,.r of this Ji- -

cial District, to appear ueiuiu
and show cause. if thcio be a-;- "J
he should no! be ret ;.v.--d from
for dereliction of duty m
the bills of indictment found by

Grand Jurv of the County at the lu
term of Wuke Superior Court. Dgainbi

his brother-indaw- , Sheriff T. F.

WILMINGTON, N. C:
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COSVEKIIOS.
We desire to call special attention of

our readers to the following able let-

ter upon the Convention. It is from the
pen of Mr. McGehee, of Person coun-t- j,

one of the ablest men and most

finished Bcholara in the State. His
experience at the bar and in the Legis-

lature entitles his opinion to much

weight, but the force with whioh

he presents them will commend them

to all intelligent mem. We can pay the
letter no higher oomplimend than to

hope it will reach every citizen of the
State who opposes the call ot a con-

vention upon any grounds. We copy

from the Ilillsboro Recorder:
May I ask space in your journal for

a somewhat fuller discussion of the
Convention question than, as far as J
know, it has yet received ? I regard
it as the question of the hour as the
question of questions. Upon its deci-

sion, in my judgment, more than any,
than all others, depend the future weal
or wo of onr good old State. It is an
admitted principle of political science
that no people can reach any high
Htage of progress, whose institutions
are not in unison with their genius end
antecedents. All history testifies that
the civil convulsions which have rent
society at the different periods, have
sprung out of the efforts of the people
to cooform their institutions to their
then state of advancement. In this ia
to be foand the germ of every revolu-
tion. And when the tide of feeling
stops short of open violence in the
fiTnrt. for redress, the popular mind
becomes sore; it broods sullenly over
public wrongs: all sense of attachment
to the State is lost; and the general
content liuds vent in emigration from
tho State. The young and energetic
particularly will not stay where great
political evils exist, the removal of
which is hopeless. In such a country
eutcrpriso has no career; industry it-ea- lf

is unnerved. In such a condition
of things it is the highest impulse of
duty to go away, and seek some better
land.

The recognition of this principle is
now universal. Tho great problem of
political science is, in our day, to ad-

just the institutions to the people.
This principle underlies every written
constitution, since every constitution
makes provision for its own amend-
ment or adjustment therefore to every
stage of progress.

Does this principle apr !r to our case?
Is our Constitution Buited to our peo-
ple ? Upon this question the people
of North Carolina hava again snd
again spoken out, and spoken nioht
tiripani-ouii- j.

Tome, it seems that this Constita-- ?

ti.in v" j hi i riiTTiii Mill iiiirn; lM'i i i it i I ii t

direct disregard of tho feelings, tr.-ul-i

tions and political usages oi our peo-
ple. Nor can it be wondered at, tunco
iho men who took the lead in the Con-
vention of '09 bed come into the State
but a year or two before; a few of
theni in tho Federal army, most of
them in iU wuke. The predomiuent
feeling of thorn w.s one of hostility to
our people. The motive of their
presonco in that 'v wa3 personal
advantage. Of the boir nd interests
of o-a- r State net one . them ever
thought for a moment. '.Li- -' mind cl
North Cfrolinn. wni not spoke", in that
Convention. A few ablo men, es

cf tho Stale,were there; but tho-bi?u-

of disloyalty wns upon them a brand
as fatafto luiluenca then, as incivism
was to life during the French revolu-
tion. Upon thi3 point that of the
conflict of tho present Constitution
with tho past history and convictions
of our people it ia to be wished there
were space to go somewhat into detail;
but in dn3 acknowledgement of the
courtesy which has opened your ccl-nm- ua

to i:io, I must conSno myself
within narrow limit. I wili content
myself, therefore, with presenting eon e
of tho points on this head along with
eome of tho more prominent points re-
specting other part3 of the Constitu-
tion, in the briefest terms. To show
tho spirit of tho prospective constit-
uents, I arrsugo the points in the
sharpest contrast.

1st. Thi first point is the tenure and
power of tho Executive. Our fathers
confined this the Monarchical fea-

ture of the Government within the
narrowest sphere, aud enforced its re-
sponsibility by short terms.

The present Constitution has doub-
led ita term of cilice and greatly en-
larged the powers of tho Executive.
The power of appointment vested in
the Executive makes it a controlling
power in tho government, and under
the decisions cf our Supreme Court, a
constantly expanding one.

2ndly. "The old Constitution gave
full prominence to the popular branch
of the government to wit, the Legis-
lature. The appointments made by
the Executive were provisional; they
endured until tho next Legislature
and were then filled by the represen-
tatives of the people.

The present Constitution subordi-
nates tho popular branch to the Execu-
tive; the Executive appointees hold
until the next election. An appoint-
ment by tho Governor is thus equiva-
lent to an election by the people antl
the power of the people ia, pro tant't,
transferred to one man; a step towards
that centralism now so much and so
justly dreaded. This exaltation of Iho
one m m power is utterly opposed to
tho tradition and instincts cf our peo-
ple. The history of the State from
the beginning ia a protest against it.

odiy. Under our old Constitution
and tho forms of government insti-
tuted under it, the Executive recog-
nized the majesty of the people and
wa3 amenable to the tribunals of jus-
tice.

The Chief .T.tico of onr State, has
declared that tho Executive is above
those tribunals, and that too, when
tho powers with which the Executive
ia clothed for the common good are
turned to tho destruction of tho liber-
ties of the people. The doctrine that
tho Judiciary is exhausted, just at the
point when the powers cf the Execu-
tive are directed against the iifo of the
State, is deduced from tho new Con-
stitution and is enough of it?olf to
condemn it. The purpose of govern-
ment fa;Is just at its greatest need.

4th. The old Constitution secured
what was tho prime object of cur fath
ers, to wit, a good and cheap Govera- -
raeut.

The new Constitution which admits
a doctrine like that last mentioned, is
not only not good, but is a positive
cur.o. -- vi to tne ether point, cheap-
ness, the present Government is built
up in d : of that cardinal requi-
site; it offices and sala-
ries be; . i j d, and to the gross
oppression i our people. While onr
people have iost two-thir- ds of their
property in kind and value, their bur-
dens have been increased many fold.

5th. Tho old Constitution secured
an impartial administration of justice;
freedom from bias, prejudice and all
personal feeling by alternation of ju--

The Governor of North Carolina
may be said to possess no political
power. lie has no share in the mak-
ing of laws, he has no share in the ap-
pointment of officers. His power is
limited to granting reprieves and par-
dons. It is well for the State that it
should be so. Executive patronage,
find it where yon will, is always an
evil. .

In a Government whose operations
as in this State) are confined to theinternal concerns of its people, such

influence and patronage are unneces-sary and therefore gratuitous evils."Judge Uaeion in Convattion of '35. ,

verdict of the peopie is,as I said. made
up. This constitution is an offence to
us, and we do not iutend to live under
it. We intend to invoke that power.
which none on this Continent dispute,
tho mighty, the irresistible power f
the people toconfront and disarm tl e
evils which assail U3. In the might
and majesty of the people, we intend
to meet in Convention and lay down
anew the foundations of our govern
ment, and to lay them down in t.uth,
justice and equity. To the timid and
faltering, who aepire to lead opinion
on this subject, we say courteously
but firmly, stand aside ; give
way to men of deeper convictionb
and stronger faith in the capacity
of the people for
To the members elect of the
we S'vy: "The people have been in- -

voKeu to send to the ijeinslatnre a
representation which would enable it
to take steps for complete and
thorough reform. We have done so;
vour majorities aro ample. It now
rests with you to redeem tho pledges
winch have been given; to vindicate
the good faith and consistency of the
Conservative party, lou havo it in
your power to secure to the Stato a
long career of peace, order, and con
stitutional regularity. C3H you find
in your hearts a nobler incentive to
action? You can open up to our State
a new era of existence, an era fraught
with hope and promise. Cm yon
witnnold such a luturo from us as
people? There will bo many w ho will
shrink back and cry out thai there ia
danger and will clamor for delay. In
In answer we beg t; remind
you of tho saying: "That Omnipo-
tence itself cannot help those who
neglect opportunities." All th.it Prov
idence aurords in taa course of its
dealings, is opportunity, aud the mnn
or the party tha.t ueg'ucis it is strand-
ed and lost. Piedmont.

IkOIV 'JTISE PAU'IIKS STAND.
The "smoke of the late political

contest having drifted away," the
New York World presents a carefully
prepared estimate of the composition
of tho Forty-fourt- h Congress. This
estimate makes the Senate stand :

41 ; Democrats, 20 ; Inde-
pendents, 1 ; Republican majority, 8.
The nouse, conceding two disputed
di&tricta to the Republicans and two
to the opposition, stands : Democrats,
170 ; Independents, ; Republicans,
101 ; Opposition majority, 73. There
are seventeen Represent atives yet to
be elected ia tho States of California,
Connecticut, Mississippi and New
Hampshire. These States aro repre-
sented in tho present Congress by four
Democrats and thirteen Republicans.
If they should return tho same Repre-
sentatives or others of a like political
faith, the opposition would havo Gl
majority in the House. But in view of
the great revolution, it is more than
probable that the Democrats will rorko
gain3 in at least three States, and that
the opposition majority will, ia the
end, fully touch 70. The Republican
majority in the present House is about
KW. This exhibit puts p.t :e t the ab-

surd !

rumor3 put afloat recently, that
th Independents would ho?d the bid- - !

ancc of power in theFortv-foar;- h Con- - i

gress. The Democratic majority over
ail i i absolute.

a E! r.LKCi'lOS A i
.lM'ti.

Before the elections the B'-pub- er.n j

wavers were outspoken in their irt;iic- - )

1 J.

tiona of financial ruin in the event that
the Democrats should be successful.
Foreign capitalists would scent repu-
diation iu the breez, and would
hasten to unload themselves at any
sacrifice, of American promises to pay.
United States securities would become
a drug in the market, and American
credit would be nttcriy prostrated.
Indeed, good Deacon Smith, of the
Cincinnati Gazette, went so fur as to

j

evolve from hia inner consciousness n
t

German who commenced selling out
Government bonds just as soon rti the
news came of the Democratic victories
in Ohio and Indiana. Well, the elec-

tions are over. The Democrat. havc-a- n

overwhelming majority in tho next
House, they have carried a largo ma-

jority of tho States, and there rre
almost certain indications of the elec-
tion cf a Democratic President in
1S7G. Have the funds mitA? Has the
anticipated crash taken plact ? On the
contrary, the Democratic triumph,
which was to have wrong!; t
and certain financial ruin, has really
strenghtened the credit of the country.
The Wall Street Review says:

The legislative reaction which has
just transpired hero found a parallel
iu England at the last election, by the
overthrow of the Gladstone party. On
receipt of tho success of the Democrats
in London an improved tone in our
Government bond3 took place, which
is an indication that the pubbc credit
has noL been injured, but rather sug-
gests the probability that it has been
benefited by the change In the same
manner we may interpret the upward
movement in s ocks. MaDy deah-r- s

who have been withholding orders
until the election was over, aro now
foand busily engaged in their brokers'
offices, which, by their example, has
imparted a tone of confidence to oth
era, and given a strong imi: tua to
stock speculation, reaultingiu a general
advance of the whole list of from 1 to
2 per cent up to Saturday.

Tho effeot upon Southern credit
seems to have been equally marked
and equally beneficial. Since the 3d
of November Virginia State bonds
have advanced 4 per cent, and Ten-
nessee and North Carolina bonds have
advanced G and 7 per cent in value.
These figures do not seem to indicate
much alarm on the part of apitalists.
The moneyed men seem to think a
government administered honestly
and economically ia more apt to meet
ita obligations promptly than one
which is wasteful and corrupt.

miss Jcaiiiiio fatterson
Wo find in the Nashville Banner, of

the 12th iust, a very interesting dis-cripti- on

of readings given by Miss
Jeannie Patterson, the fair Southern
elocutionist, at the Opera House m
that city on the Wednesday evening
of last week. The occas on was a
complimentary benefit extended to
Miss Patterson and she was greeted
by a large and select audience. Tho
programme was carefully selected and
the entertainment elicited the warm-
est encomiums from the impressible
editor of the Jianner,

The Charlotte Observer says: From
personal observation, and conversa-
tion with many farmers, we think that
the crops are turning out much better
than was expected. We notice, how-
ever, that a large portion of the cotton
is still in the fields, and will likely
remain there, owing to the condition
of the weather.

us onward to all needed reform. It
demonstrates an awakening of the peo-
ple to a true perception of the issues
of the day. It is a proclamation by
them, that all things are now ready.
Not to see it, is to be blind to the signb
of the times.

Again as to the objection of "impol
icy" let it suffice to ay that the prin-
ciples with which we have now to do,
nnuerlie all property and personal
rights; that they do not admit of teru-perizi-

expedients and that they de-

mand perpetual assertion, and unceas-
ing effort to give them effect to put
them in operation. If a freo people
assume any other attitude in the pres-
ence of such questions they forego
their highest rights; they ignore their
most solemn duty.

Another more tangible ground of
opposition assigned is, tho supposed
popular apprehensions on account of
the "Homestead." If there be any
foundation for this impression, the
difficulty can bo easily obviated. The
convention can be called under the
limitations and restrictions set forth in
the act of tho Legislature. Accord-
ing to tho theory of our government
dho laneuacro will be recognized as
that of Judge Gaston) "ail political
power was derived from the people,
and when they choose to make a grant
of power, they may make a plenary or
restricted grant ; they may give it all
or in part." Tho Convention of 1835
established tho precedent.

But if it were an open Convention,
there would not be tuesmailastdanger.
There is not an enlightened man in
North Carolina who does not know
that the policy of the "Homeste ad" is
sanctioned by the spintof the age; by
tho judgment of all right thinking
men and by tho example cf many
States. There is no man, no matter
what his reputation or past servicee",
who does not know that ho could not
stand an hour in opposition to the
Homest-jad- tho combined op
position of all thit we havo among us,
however distinguished lor talents or
virtue, could avail nothing ia opposi
tion. If our public men wero opposed
to it, they know that their opposition
would be, not only nugatory, but fatal
to themselves.

But onr public m; n are in peifect
Record with the spirit of the nge in
this matter. Accustomed to the con-
sideration of (ho subjects of lis na-

ture, they appreciate tho Ifomerstrr.d
more highly than tho people them-
selves do generally. In it3 principle,
as the sure refuge of the family in
case of disaster, it commends itself to
tho warmest ajjproval of the good and
wise. Bfjotul ail doubt, onr public
men as a class reed ita protection as
much as any other.

Further, th:3 objection f.s?v.m?3 an
ignorance on the part of tho people
which does not exist. They know their
power and that they can command the
fidelity of legislators and delegates if
they were disposed to bo unfaithfa'.
They know that if the Homestead were
not "demanded by tho sj irit of Chris-
tian juri?prudene?, yet after a desolat-
ing civil war, it would bo a necessity.
They know that once fixed it takes
deep root in the institutions of the
country, and is to be as enduring a?
our granite hill3.

But yet Egain: Who will bo the dole-gate- s

in that Convention ? A very
large majority are to day pursuing
their usual callings; undistinguished
from their fellow men; one with them
in feeling cud interest, nay, a p ut of
the people themselves. When the du-

ties, to which on account of their
sense, judgment and information, they
shall be delegated have been perform-
ed, they will go back and mingle
among the mass of their fellow citi-
zens, will return among the people and
become a pn of the peopla again. 1
anything to be feared from a Conven-
tion so constituted ? Not until the
people, conspire against themselves!
uot unless they shall be supposed to
be ear able of plotticg thtir own de-

struction !

It is said, and this objeotion weighs
most with many, that this question
did not enter into the lata canvass.
To this the answer is obvious. The
Conservative party of Nc rth Carolina
is by its very origin and ;iutecedenls a
party of reform. It owes its ascen-
dancy this day to a conviction on the
part of the people, that its mission in
to redress the grievances under which
they now labor. From the hour of its
formation it has, through the press,
tLrough the Legislature, and through
it3 public speakers, held irp these
grievances to the public view. It wus
asserted all along that thescgrievances
being unwraught in the present Con-
stitution could only bo adequately
dealt with by thepeop'o in Convention
assembled. It proposed a Convention,
but it was voted down cn acconnt of a
vague alarm about tho Homestead and
the supposed attitude of the General
Government. About tho Homestead
there is no delusion to-da- y; it is recog-
nized as an iutregal part of our insti-
tutions; it exists by a consent more
nearly universal than any part of our
organic law. It will be a3 enduring
as the government itself. The gen-
eral government no longer carries any
terror in this matter. The xoeoplo feel
that they incur no danger in the exer-
cise cf a conatitntional privilege.
They realizo that the good of the
whole ia made up of its eeperate parts.
They know that the interest of the
general government cannot be better
promoted in the State of North Caro-
lina than by the establishment of a
government in unison with the fellings
the interests, the traditions of our
peoph. They know the establishment
of such a government would do more
than &xy thing else to build up and
develop the material resources of the
South which is now the master
question in American politics, and the
one upon whkh the future of American
finance so intimately depends and
that in such an effort they could have
the support of two-third- s of the peo-
ple of the North.

But I have trespassed too long and
must conclude. The people under the
teachings of the Conservative party
have been led to examine this Consti-
tution and they have examined it well
and thoroughly. Their judgment has
been madj up in regard to it, and un-
equivocally expressed. It was imposed
upon us by force; we look on it as a
badge of servitude. It was the work
of needy adventurers; ignorant of po-
litical science; intent only on plunder
and office. No wonder, then, if on
the one hand we find clauses which, if
carried into effect, would confiscate
the property of our citizens ; and on
the other, clauses which, craftily in-
serted for the purpose of seouring a
long tenure to the first office-holder- s,

have plunged our whole political sys
tem into confusion and uncertainty.
It is well known that a cajDital provis-
ion of this Constitution is the boasted
achievement of a shameless and suc-
cessful fraud; as one of the results, we
have exhibited to the world the scan-
dalous spectacle of rejected judges
clamoring from Court to Court for a
eeat on the Bench from which they
have been rejected by the popular
vote. This Constitution was framed
not only in defiance and contempt of
the views and wishes of our people,
but in contempt and defiance of the
principles of republican government,
since it gives to one man the power
which belongs of right to the people
only. It has, in fixing the Judge to
one Circuit, poisoned the fountains of
justice by obtruding the feelings of
the man, into the office of the magis-
trate. It has set aside every safeguard
for purity of suffrage that sheet

Ediiculloii and Civil ISigUts iu Ntw
HanoTer.

Point Casvtehl, New Hanover Co., t
Nov 23d, 1871. s

L'ditor8 Journal:
A3 your paper is a staunch friend of

education will you please inform your
readers what our Couuty Comm.issioii- -
ers, who ara our Board of Education,
are doing for education ? e learn
up here that they are so fur committed
to Woman's Rights and the Civil
Rights Bill, as to have appointed one
woman and one negro man cn the
Board of Examiners with a white
gentleman. By what law of the county
or State did they appoint a woman as
one of our County Examiners ? Iam
in favor of the principle, and do like
to see females engaged in teaching
and in promoting education, but our
people away up here dont know where
their authority comes from, as the
lw in the case says he, not she,
and then this er of your de-

funct Freedman's Bank Suiytho, I
believe is his name so lately a resi-
dent of the District of Columbia, as
his colored brethren say, why ia he
given this place, over so aiany other
darkies among us, who are his equals
in every respect and his superiors ia
some ? His Civil Rights proclivities,
and his pompous airs as an Examiner,
are no less diFgusting than intolerable
to our white people, unless the reports
wnich reach here about his official
ways in this capacity are exaggerated
When he was appointed it was with
the understanding, as the Chairman of
the former Board has said, that Smythe
was to have nor rung to do
with tho white schools. But we
are degenerating, I fear, in the
natter of County Commissioners.
Do the present Baard care anything
for popular cdncation or the rights
and feeliug3 of white people as to
bigoted negro examiners ? If so why
do they not confine Smythe to other
school duties than an offensive intru
sion in examining white ladies who are
engaged in teaching public schools ?
Reports are afloat in the country about
the offensive ofiieiousness in this re-
spect of this negro carpet-bagge- r, aud
the present school examiners, which
are uot calculated to advance popular
education, nor to go down with onr
white people, except such as advocate
the civil rights bill.

In this connection it may be stated
that our people are s atisfied and grati-
fied at the retention of Mr. A. R.
Black as an examiner, but are
not BRtiarkd with the conduat of the
Board of County Comm:?sioners in
not that good man and
true friend of Wilmington mid tt;e
SUte, Rev. II. B. Jilk. He ii i dly
identified, in interest niid svi-.:-at-

with cur people, and his sacmij s und
aCkllO.Vleo.gea U efnlnt-fi- i here ia the
great catir-- e ol education e; nim r.u
him to our ?js of a); parii-- s
and colors, am! no ia viytly popui
T te of Smythe n Civil
Bights bill advocate, over Mr. Biake,
who is opp Fed to tti.it bill, is ! istatlv-fu- l

to Ne w Hanover comity and by i o
Mcms com?il:ment:ii v to t;i Cuiamis- -
sior. rs, who by such unrighteous dis
criminatiou will be regarded as Civil
Itigita r.vn, and held to str.ct account-
ability. Black llivsn.

For til-- .!o:i:i;a!.
iron; santu caro:iu.-rtitckkvi:- ic

Sui::!icrii Inicrpri'e rolilJml
t'orririiJiou, &.c.

BrcKsvinnK. Horrv Co , S. C. , )

Nov. 13th, 1S71. '

Dear Journal:
Two doys travel from Wilmington

brings rno to this pleasant little village
situated ou the Waceamaw river about
fifty miles from its mouth, and about
tiie same distance from Fair Bluff. It
is named after a distinguisned family
oy tne name ot loucH, lor a long time
residents of this particular section.
Phj proaucts and facilities of this
locality render it especially desirable,
Immense amounts of naval stores, lum
ber find farm products are monthly
shipped to Northern markets by a
regular liae of vessels; the producer
hero snips hia own produce without
"commissions &e," to the "middle
man."

The ship building business here is
on the increase, and the energy dis-
played i3 but characteristic of tho en-
terprising gentlemen managing it.
The workmen came from Maine, and
it is conceded that ships can bo built
here several thousand dollars cheaper
than in Maine. Last May a four
hundred-to- n vessel was launched, aud
now, a first-clas- s ship of fourteen

misrule ana corrupuou incident to the
present State government, Bucksville
might become ono of tne finest busi-
ness eentera in the State. But no
placo or people can prosper under
such political mismanagement and
c.r parte devifisuness as are adminis-exorbita- nt

tered here. Besides and
crushing taxation, justice has become
a nullity, and the prosperity of the
people is at the mercy of mercenaries
aud prowling miscreants backed up by
oppressive and corrupt officials. But
recently two culprits from this com-
munity were sentenced to the peniten-
tiary for plain and palpable cases of
bouse burning, and after remaining in
prison for a few days, tccre ptrdoncd
by the Governor, that they might
avenge their prosecution if desiied.
A trial justice may fine a prisoner
the trifling sum of one dollar, and if
he is a member of the clau he will be
pardoned, as has been done very re-
cently. It is easy for ono here to see
that this state of things cannot last;
ere long "forbearance will cease to bo
a virtue," and South Carolinians will,
with their wonted patriotism and re-
membrance of better timo , arouse to
tho importance of throwing off this in-
cubus and Railing yoke of oppression.

The Republican politicians here are
somewhat isolated from their Jacobin
brethren at Columbia. They have
their own fusse3 and move around in
this little eddy corner like a blind
horse in a bark mill. It is thought
that ltaiuey, the colored Congress-
man from this district, lias been suc-
ceeded by Sam Lee, who is considered
a shade better, though both are objec-
tionable.

The Horry JS'etcp, published kt Cou-waybor- o,

ia the paper of thia sec-io- n.

We havo not as yet formed its acquain-
tance, but judging from its neat ap-
pearance and spirited articles, we
should say that it is deserving the pat-
ronage which it receives. You may
hear from me again. B.W.

Tho Goldsboro Messenger says On j

Thursday last a ne?ro boy, nameel Abe
Walker, made a deadly assault upon
Mr. Fred D. Street, striking him a
blow over the head with a long spade
handle. The lick, fortunately for Mr.
Street, glanced the forehead, merely
bruising it Elightly and leaving a small
cut. The negro was promptly lodged
in the lock-u- p, and on an examination
before Mayor Henry, made to enter
into a bond of $200 for Lis appearance
at our next Superior Court.

The negroes in Newbern are already
making preparations for the celebra-
tion of Err. ancipation Day.

A little girl, iome four years of age,
the daughter of a Mr. Johnston, liv-
ing some fifteen miles east of Raleigh,
was ou Saturday afternoon burnt to
death.

their Ci.use as in prosperous condi-
tion and thii Order rapidly increasing
in the 1 ue s.ies- - wineii uus
crowned oar elT.rfs in wui ' l.joaiilies
is of tho most ic.Hiff.
Robeson county e -

mention, where we h r.e wiai th n. n

Councils with a i t

ono thousand, tun when -

around and sen m.-.t- i i.ol.i n: irJ-i- .

young men in the caost-- m Bros VV.
AlcMiiiuu and oln&is, wo o... . v u
account fez our rapid gr :( i s .':-- .i

section
The Council, after th t j

iof much business of imp'i t.i.r ; e to he
Order.adjourned on V"ede.-..- i :.v u gUi,
to meet m Goldsboro on lh- - i.cjuJ
Tuesday iu M iy next.

One noticeable leatote of ur meet-
ings was the number lndt- pie.eiit.
who aro evtr ready tt assist iu any
good cause, aud mo.--t avt.et'y hav
many of them gone to v. oik witb iw in
the great temperance. and cer-
tainly they are to be commended iu
this matter, for of all othtrs, wo kr.o-tha- t

they are the greatest siuT.jrs from
the evils of . intemperance. Much, of
our success ia duo to them, mid hud it
not been for their constant devotion
to the cause, many cf onr hubordiuate
Councils would be in a fir less paos-pero-

condition than they now are.
Among the many ladies present ut our
late session, wo had the pleasure of
meeting our highly accomplished twi
much loved editress of tho Friei d of
Temperance, Mrs. M. E. Whib'ktr,
who for several years past bus betn
devoting much of "her time and tale jt
to the interest of our order. I venture
to say that she ai:d her noblo and stif-fiacriiici-

husband, through tiic-i-r

piper, have done as muea lor our
Order in tho State as anything elf e,
and if every friend of temperance
would come forward and sustain the
paper as they should, how much more
encouraging it would bo for them to
press onward iu their good woik.

On Wednesday i ight President
Wetmore, by requef t, d livcred a very
forcible and able address to a largo
and attentive audience, in tha Dia-ciple- 3

Church. At tho regular elec-
tion of officers, on Wednesday evening,
our highly honored and much esteem-
ed President and Secretary, Revs.
Geo. B. Wetmore aud R. II. Vidfrdwr,
were unanimously arul with
such leaders as these v. the helm our
Order cannot do ctkerwh-- than pros-
per.!

We carnot close without refernrg to
the kind and hospitable raauuer in
which the good people of Kim ton el

u3 during our stay, aud our
lite Chaplain, Rev. E. A. Wilson, of
ths Gazette., who wa Chairman cf the
Committeo of , did
everything in Lis power, and succeed-
ed in making our v;r--it one long 10 be
remembered with ple.i.'-aj-f revolh c- -

j tions. and we i over !i.ee-- ) gret
m our mem try tbo
spent viith our Kiii-s- i f ! Ifi.d.-:- .

DELEGATE.

SOUTHERN STAT DE3T3,

tory ItesuWs f leinrle.
A Richmond correspondent tele-

graphs to the New York Vemtf.under
date of November I7th, the following
interesting communication:

Arrangements between the British
bondholders and tho Governor ::nd
Treasurer of Virginia, for fundi; th- -

present debt of thia State, Lav-- . .i iuv
been entered into with some suti.-facto- ry

results. The Legislature of Vir-
ginia, at ita last session, appointed
Governor Kenqjer and Mr. It. M. T.
Hunter, the Treasmei, coiaaiissiur.f-r- s

to confer with the cred tors of Vir-
ginia to see if something could not be
done to put her debt cu a satisfsctory
basis. Accordingly they Lad a meet-
ing on tho 10th instant, which result-
ed in nothing. Since then, aud largely
owing to Governor Kemper's exertions,
an arrangement has beta mado by the
Virginia commissioners and the Ameri-
can Bond Funding and Banking Asso-
ciation Limited, of London, by which
the British association engages to re-

tire the present debt and receive ia
lieu thereof bonds payable in thirty
years, with principal and interest pay-
able in London ia gold coin, the whoie
to be secured by a sinking fund, and
the payment of interest, principal and
sinking fund to ba tsken out of the
hands of tho Legislaturo and vested in
the Auditor, who can bo compelled to
levy cud collect taxes to pay them bl
mandamus iu either State or Federay
Courts. The American Bond Fund-
ing and Banking Association is ba?ked
by the first capitalists of Europe
Lord Northrook, chief of t!;o Loaso of
Baring ; Rothschild, Giiliat, of Lon-
don ; Hope, of Amsterdam, and Salo-
mons, of London and New York. It
has already made arrangements with
the Governors of Aikaneas, Mississip-
pi, Alabama, South Carolim , North
Carolina and Virginia to accept its
proposition tc fand certain specified
portions of their public debt ia bonds
payable in London ia gold coin, end
those Governors have undertaken to
recommeLd the measure to their re-
spective Legislatures.

The Governor of Georgia has reject-
ed the proposition, and that St.i'e wil:
be left severely alone. In the opinion
of ma'.y the Legislature of North Car-
olina will not accept fhe terms pro-
posed, because they will bind her to
pay, and put it in the power of the
bondholders, to collect their interest
and debt. The legislation provided to
secure the payment of the new bonds
baa been prepared by counsel eminent
at the Americ m and English bar, and
is approved by Frederick Kuupp, cf
Berlin, who is the German authority
ou American law, and Mr. Benjamin, of
London. It is bastd on the decision
of the Supreme Court of tho LTEitt d
States in the case against tho Western
cities and counties Van Hoffman vs
Quincy, Gepoke vs. Dubuque and
thoso adjudications which hold
that a court has power to enforce the
collection of a tax when the Leeis?;.- -
tnre has provided the necessary ma
chinery, lhe legislation by this asso-
ciation docs provide necessary machin-
ery to secure the collection cf a tax
whether a Legislature is wiliiner trnot, and makes it a contract, so as to
be irrepealable. Judge Thomr-s- , Chair-
man of the Senate Committee oa Fi-
nance; Mr. CoKhill. Chairman of th;
Judiciary Committee; Judge Robert
Ould, of this city, and other leadh g
members of tho Legislature, aro in
favor of tb9 plan.

Tho TaTboro Eunuirer-Vouthern- er

6ays: A few days ago, through the
suggestions of some of our in. ti re-
spected and wealthiest citizens, and
pursuant to suggestions frequently
presented by the Enquirer Southern-
er, books of subscription were opened
to organize a Fire Insurance Company
in this place, with a capital stock e,'f
one hundred thousand dollars; and in
less than one week we find the whole
amount taken and by parties whota
combined wealth will amount to cem-siderab- le

over a milJion of dollar. Au
application will be made immedi-itel-
to our Legislature for a charter, and
an orgauizatiou will be at once effect
ed, after which it ia proposed again to
open the books and receive an adtli-tion- al

subscription of ono hundred
thousand dollars, making a capital
stock of two hundred thousand dollars
to begin its operations.

our government, xn qaenuuus no
those springing from the regular
growth of our political community a
modern reform dilatory and ever
tedious, might possibly Buffioe. Such
a state of things, however, is the
farthest possible from that in which
wo find ourselves. The questions
which press upon us were precipitated
by the destruction oi our government
in 18G8, and the manner in which our
present Constitution was formed. The
destruction of our old Constitution
was sudden, overwhelming, complete;
the new one was imposed upon us by a
Convention made up, so far as regards
at least ight out of ten, of men en-

tirely ignorant and illiterate, and for
the rest, of men who knew nothing of
our antecedents, feelings or wishes;
nothing of our situation and resources;
men who had no other conception of
what was to be done, than to adopt
mainlv! the Constitution of some
other State, however alien or oppres-
sive to us, interspersing it with
clauses from different Constitutions
how incongruous so-ev- er they might
be. It is impossible but that a Con
stitution so framed, should present
numerous questions; questions which
reach to the very vital3 of the com-
monwealth: questions for which legi3
lative reform offer no remedy.

Nose a Convention is subject to none
of these obieotions. It is tho embodied
sovereignty of the pcojjle. It is the
proper tribunal for the consideration
and decision of all those questions
which lie at tho foundation of govern-
ment. Tho people recognize ita su-

preme dignitv, its consummate impor
tance. The delegates are chosen from
the ab!e?t,wi3C3t and moat experienced
men in the State. Every one, cn look-
ing over a list of the members of any
Legislature and of the members of any
Convention, must be struck with the
difference between them. The differ-
ence in the opinion of tho people.judg-in- g

by this test, is immeasurable be-

tween tho.'o who aro eligible to the ono
and the other. Moreover, it is tho only
way by which we can avail ourselves of
tho talents, acquirements and expe-
rience of the public men now in office.
All our jalge could sit in a Conven-
tion. "The Chief Justice cf tho United
States sat in the Convention cf 1829
'00, and men in high otlieiat position
sat in our Convention of 1835, lu no
other way can the people have choice
among our best men. A Convention is
the only method of amending our Con-
stitution that is perfectly consonant
with the spirit of our institutions. It
can deal with all our grievances and
deal with thein at once. It will deal
with them under a sense of obligation
and responsibility which a Legislaturo
never feals. It would secure for the
several subjects of deliberation that
attention ouiv possible with such di
vision cf labor. It would save the
people from those incessant ngitations
which so many grave questions con
st int'y ni transit t through tho Legis-
lature must inevitably engender. It
would exclude all doubt and uncer-
tainty ai to our organic law, since it
would speak fnthoritative!y and
iianallv. It would settle every con&ti- -

tutional question for a quarter of a
century to come. It would restore
tranquility to tho public mind; call
out the affections of tho people to a
government of their own choice; bind
them to their homes; ar.d cheer them
on in the nw career of prosperity
which a Constitution adjusted to the
timea would open up to them.

A majority of the journals of tho
State have pronounced against a Con-
vention. If they have given expres-
sion to the convictions cf ihe people,
there would bo no mcro to b;'v: for
with the people the decision of this
question mnit rest. If, however, it
snail td found th:it this opinion is
based rather npou Ike jircsuyncd. than
upon the c.rprensrd judgment of the
people, then the question ig as open to
discussion as before. This discission
would be invored by tho journalists
themselvep, for rs a class, none are
more partial toirco inquiry; none more
anxious to resch a right conclusion in
thia matter.

It ii clear that capacity and access
t-- information spirt, the oj.ii'ikm of
tho journalist on this subject is worth
no more than that of any other citizen.
It is a question of fact, and while tho
advantages of thoso who condu?t the
press of the Stato are, over the gen-
erality ot men, undoubtedly great in
respect to the particulars mentioned,
yet even here they thems lvcs would
admit that tho advantages of thou-
sands of our citizens are equal to their
own.

Now it is conceded that upon this
subject there has been no recent ex-
pression of opinion by the people. It
is three years since they were called
upon to vote on this question; for
three yeaia the peopl3 have been silent
so far as regards a definite declaration
of their views upon ttio question. If
they have been silent, it must be ad-mu- ted

that any conclusions respecting
their opin!oi:s at this time must be
conjectural. But, in all condor, let it
be asked, i3 it consistent with the
nature of such momentous issues to
rest their decision upon a guess at
popular sentiment, based upon action
which took place three years ago ?
Shall we take no note of the progress
of opinion duriDsr that period V

Conservative statesmanship of that
sort which looks backward only, and
fears or refuses to face tho questions
of tho day ?

Let us glanco a moment at some of
the chief objections which have been
urged to a Convention. Tho one mo3t
relied on, and most frequently urged
is, it must bo confessed, sufficiently

It seems to grow out of a
vague dread of doing anything at all.
It declares any movement looking to a
Convention to be impolitic, since it
would put to hazard the fruits of our
recent victory. It ia difficult to appre-
ciate the force of this objection. If
our late triumph, had been the result
of any great and sudden excitement,
which swept the people cut of the or-
dinary track of opinion; if it had been
obtained by a resort to doubtful politi-
cal expedients, then thi3 objection
would have great weight. But iho
latter was never charged by even our
political adveisaries, and we know
that no such excitement existed. There
was, it is true, the civil rights bill, but
that was no new issue. It had been
before the country for months; it had
been debated at length in both Houses
of Congress; it had been fully discus-
sed by the press of the State. It
would, probably, be strictly true to
say, that no election was ever freer
from excitement. Many issues were
embraced in that canvass and so far as
the civil rights bill was concerned, the
people went forward on the day of
election to record a verdict long made
up, to wit : that it was at once uncon-
stitutional; destructive of our society;
destructive of the peace of tho two
reces; above all, degrading to the
white race. It was done so quietly
and calmly as to afford a epectacle of
the truest moral grandeur. It was a
simple exercise of right and power by
a free people. Such an exhibition of
quiet power, in presence of so much
danger to institutions and to race, will
make that election be ever pointed to,
as one of the noblest achievements of
a free government. It will be regard-
ed as a crowning pioof of the capacity
of a free peopie to appreciate the
greatest questions,

4
and to deal with

ous citizen; that is the same power to
him who is seeking to destroy, as to
him who is seeking to preserve and
build up the State. Ia not this pro-

vision a commentary upon the char-
acter of the men who framed this Con-

stitution? Is it not a declaration that
their own fate was involved, if any
rule of exclusion was adopted.

7th. The rights and duties of a citi-

zen are reciprocal. Tho exercise of
rights should be contingent upon the
peformance of duties. No man should
be admitted to suffrage till his dues to
the State are paid; until his tax receipt
ia exhibited. Nothing would impart
such valno and dignity to the right of
suffrage

The present Constitution gives to
the man who contributes nothing to
State, to the idle, the triftless, the
worthless the same control over its
resources, that it gives the most care-

ful, prudent and conscientious of its
citizens. In the two particulars last
mentioned, the framers of the Consti-
tution virtually declare that ia laying
tho foundations ot a uornmonweartn,
integrity and honor should command
no peculiar respect, while industry,
prudence and thrift are no account in
the practical workingof a Government.
The con recoccition of moral principle
except in empty phrases i3 the most
roarbed and abnorrent iearuro oi tais
Constitution to mo. Ia it not telling
like a deadly poison upon our com-
munity, in the melancholy decline of
public morality among us?

8th. Tho old Constitution embraced
only those piincipies which are funda-
mental and permanent; those which
were only temporary and exp3dient
were left to bo changed or altered as
tho people might deem beat.

The new Constitution disregards
this old and well recognized distinct-
ion ;'confounda organic and legislative
principles; and ties up, with jealous
distrust, the popular branch of the
government, to which, indeed it is
every where inimical.

'Iho evils of this aro many; 1st it
suffice to mention two; its influence
upon immigration; its elTeet upon the
introduction of capital, ana the eatab- -

iisbment of manufactures
. -

in our State.
. .

T

perative need of our State we want
laborers and citizens to till the waste,
and strengthen tho Commonwealth.
There are only two methods by which
immigrants can bo secured, tho State
hiving no public domain; one is pay-
ing tfco costs of transporting immi-
grants, the ether i3 exempting them
from taxation for a series cf years.
Both have been tiied in tho past his- -

toi v of the coiu.trv, t'i.-- lattur sueees.s- -

fu
I'rr.m this ir.ttc-- r resell our vay

hcp to accomplish this great and vital
object we aro absolutely and wholly
cut, oi: iy our preEont constitution;

; of fiio former it is useless to speak, in
j the prostrate coudition of our people.
I 2d. Many of our sbttir States are ii j

vitingand fostering rianufachires by !

iompling them frcai taxation xor f

term of vcai-?-
. i

0'.v present Constitution leaves n. ;

rucIi resource. We are bound with
fetters. We can cn'y stand bv, im- -

potenl and hopeless, while capital and
immigration now mio oursisser cir.iH i

peopling and enriching them. j

I havo thus touched some of the j

t must sauent point. 1 hoped v;heu 1
sv down toobeeivcupon many others;
I fsvir to tresspass on your patience
and tij;!fcore pass on,

Ic will bo observed that all that I
h?. . v' caid is grounded upon the valid-
ity of tho eonstitutiontd amendments
recently made. If these amendments
aro declared invalid by tho Supreme
Court, a3 it ia now said they will be,
then the old question of tho "State
Debt" "Censua" Annual Legislature,
&c. which we hoped had been disposed
of, loom up again to view in all their
dread proportion?, and strengthen
the considerations hero submitted
with irresistible force. There is then
no room for argument. The decision
of tle people in favor of Constitution-
al Amendments has, in that state of
things, been authoritatively pronoun-
ced. There is nothing left to discuse.
But admitting the decisive character
of iho objections to the present Consti-
tution, shall the proposed changes be
mado by Legislative action or by a
Convention?

The method of amendment by Leg-
islative action is subject, in my judg-
ment, to the very gravest, nay, to un-
answerable objections. It boasts, I
know, jm honorable pedigree. It is
drawn from our old Constitution, into
which it was inserted by the Conven-
tion of '35. But to those who know
tho circumstances under which it wa?
adopted, its principles will need vindi-
cation, notwithstanding the source
from which it comes. It was not in the
Constitution cf '7G; it was inserted
into tho Constitution cf '35 against the
views of tho ablest Statesman. It
would not havo been proposed at all
but for the opposing nttitude of the
East and Weston one question. That
question, through the changes brought
about by the wur, has passed away for-
ever. 13 there anything in its princi-pl- o

to recommend it to adoption and
use? As I said, tho objections to the
principle seem to me to be invincible.

1st. This method is too slow and
cumbrous when the necessity for a
change in the Constitution is pressing.
It requires tho of the Ex-
ecutive, tho Legislature and the peo-
ple. First, action by tho Lr gislature;
then by tho Executive; then by the
Legislaturo again, and Jaetly, by the
people. It thus requires years to con-
sulate ono reform. If there be any
merit in the; principle, it can only ap-
ply in cases when delay is of no vital
consequence.
i 2d. It complicates questions of or-
ganic law, with mere matters of ordin
ary legislation; neither would there-
fore recieve that calm and deliberate
attention which questions of the form-
er character imperiously demand: if
they did, it could be only by such a
prolongation of the session, as ' would
make it equal in duration to the ses-
sion cf the Legislature and of a Con-
vention combined. There would,
therefore, be.no saving of either time
or expense.

3rd. It subjects such questions at
least so far as regards the manner of
adoption to the jurisdiction of tho Su-
preme Court. The Supreme Court thus
practically decides whether an amend-
ment shall operate or not.

4th. From the magnitude of the
questions, affecting as they do, the
organic law, tne isupreme Court would
be slow to decide; a decision may be
postponed from term to term, again
and again; and ;thus added to the
delay inherent in the method is the
further delay arising from litigation.
Meantime the people are left in utter
uncertainty as to the supreme law ofthe land the leges legum. This ig
actually the case now.

5th. No Court could possibly be an
impartial tribunal for many of thequestions that will necessarily arise
under this method. For example, one
of the questions that will probably
spring up, xegarda the .constitution of

this place, called for the purpose of j hundred tons is, in eourso of consruc-ro-organizir- jg

the "Boeky Point Dem- - j tion- - Were it not for the miserable
ocrrdic Club", there being several citi-

zens outside of tho Club present, the
meeting was con-verte- into a Demo-
cratic meeting, and resolutions adopt-
ed without a dissenting voice, favoring
a Convention, and urging our Legisla-
ture to use every effort to piss a bill fo
th it effect as soon ns possible. While
the resolutions were under considera-
tion, Dr. Ennett spoke at length, show-
ing t he people the necessity for a Con-
vention, and disabusing their minds of
tho Convention being such a bug-bea- r

aa they had been led to believe by
papers unfriendly to tho cause. After
the Doctor got through, with seme other
speeches favoring it, the resolutions
were unanimsuslyadoptetl by acclama-
tion. That, with other resolutions,
were ordered to bo sent to the Jouknal
for publication, one of which was one
thfinkiug the Editors of tho Joubnal
for their untiring devotion to the true
principles of Democracy, and wishing
them God speed ia influencing the en-

tire Legislaturo to favor Convention.
When the question was first agi-

tated it was unpopular, but I believe
it gains ground every day not only
in this county, but throughout the
State; even iu tho Legislature and I
do hope and believe that before that
boly adjourns sine die the bill calling
a Convention will be passed, and after
that Convention assembles and gives
ns a Constitution, such as will emanate
from men that will besent there by the
Democratic pirty of North Carolina,
the people will readiiy see that the
members of the Legislature did i s
they should have done, and they will
have endeared themselves to their con-
stituents with such ties as are never to
be broken or forgotten. Between this
and the meeting of tho Legislature
after the holidays, I would like to Sf e
a : etiii'T i f tho Dcmoerai ic citizens
of New Hanover county called for the
purpose of expressing their views on
tho question of Convention.

I think, thit the riot at
Rocky Point Depot.on the day of elec-
tion, and the trial at our Superior
Court of those engaged in it, or in
other words, of those that brought it
on, should be enough to satisfy any
gentleman of the need of a radical
change in tho Constitution. And
talking about expediency in times like
these, I say away with it. If I had no
other objection than to the framers of
this bastard concern, it would be 8uf5--
di:it ?:.' ce f i "-?- ' i Povti pfvvr!
even should it fie m mo very Bunie
worda, but by our own men. But the
objections are so numerous that it is
useless and futile to talk about legisla-
tive enactment. When we see such
men as Gov. Graham, Hon. Geo.
Davis and a host of others like them
move in a political direction, men t
have always had discretion to a ft alt

it seems to me it ia time for us u
halt aud look well before we take a


